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Hey Kids!  Time for a super 
fun math lesson, courtesy of 
Math Madness!Quick Tip!
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We can simplfy fractions that have common factors in both the numerator 
and demoninator.  We do this by dividing both the top and the bottom with 
their greatest common factor (GCF).  For example:

5 5 5 5 5 1
30 30 5 30 5 6
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24 24 6 24 6 4
30 30 6 30 6 5
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So how do we find the greatest common factor?  A simple way is to write out 
all factors of the numerator and demoninator and pick the biggest one both 
have in common.  Ex:

5: 1, 5
30: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 15, 30

24: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12, 24
30: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 15, 30

GCF of 5 and 30 = 5

GCF of 24 and 30 = 6

Try It!
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Simplifying fractions


